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COVID-19 Governance under the Operation
of China's “New National System”:
Connotation, Effectiveness, and Limitations

Chin-tsai Liu

Associate Professor, Department of Public Affairs, Fo Guang University

[ Abstract)

The purpose of this paper is to explore the conceptual
connotation, characteristics and institutional limitations of the “new
national system”, to discuss the operation of the Red Cross Society
of China during the COVID-19 governance as a case study, and then
to analyze the autonomy of non-profit organizations in the “new
national system” development and its limitations. The focus of this
paper are: Firstly, the connotation, development, characteristics of the
“new national system”; Secondly, the limitations of the “new national
system” under the COVID-19 governance; Thirdly, it further analyzes
the development of non-profit organizations under the operation
of the “new national system”. The last part is the conclusion. The
preliminary research point of this paper is that the operation of
the “new national system” has a “double-edged effect”. Due to the
centralization of power and resources, it can effectively improve the
performance of epidemic control; but this deepens the rigidity of the
authoritarian system, which is not conducive to Chinese civil society
and the independent development of social organizations in the three
sectors. The Red Cross Society of China is a non-governmental
organization in its organizational form, and is essentially a subsidiary
or dispatched agency of a government organization, very much like a

“second government”. The operation of this system overemphasizes
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the authoritarian rule and centralization of the party-state, which is
not conducive to the independent and innovative growth of non-profit

organizations.

Keywords:New National System, Red Cross Society of China, Non-

Profit Organization, Second Government
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